Potters gather to build

———

By Robin B. Breedlove
Special to The Courier-Tribune

SEAGROVE — More
than 7,500 miles separate
Seagrove, North Caro-
lina, and Jingdezhen,
China. Yet a group of like-
minded individuals met
Wednesday night over a
potluck dinner to begin
the process of building a
bridge linking the two lo-
cations.

Guest of honor for
the evening, hosted at
the studio of potter Ben
Owen, was Jackson Li.
an internationally rec-
ognized Chinese ceramic
artist, and his wife, Ying.

Li, a graduate of Jing-
dezhen Ceramics Insti-
tute, also received a mas-
ter of fine arts degree at
Alfred University in New
York. He is the co-founder
of Sanbao Ceramic Art
Institute in the Jiangxi
Province in China. He
is an active supporter in
promoting international
exchange art programs,
reaching out as an educa-
tor and liaison for ceram-
ic artists.

Thanks to Seagrove’s
continual tradition of pot-
tery making that goes
back to before the Ameri-
can Revolution — gome-
thing that sets Seagrove
apart from most pottery
areas in the United States
— Li has found Seagrove
a unique place. to reach
out.

“There are a lot of dif-
ferences between us, but
all these commonalities
too,” said Seagrove pot-
ter Fred Johnston, who
has been hosting Li and
his wife. “We look differ-
ent, we eat different, but
we're still human — we
share the love of the art.
He's mv Chinese cousin.”

The Monkey
and the Elephant

Comparing Seagrove
with Jingdezhen, Li cre-
ates an analogy. using a
monkey and an elephant,
to compare Seagrove's
200-year tradition in clay
with China’s astounding
1,000-year history.

“Seagrove is like the
monkey and Jingdezhen
the elephant,” he said.
“Monkey is cute and in-
telligent. Elephant is big
and lovely.”

According to John-
ston. there are about 100
ceramic studios in the
Seagrove area and more
than 1.000 in Li's area in
China, with 15,000 stu-
dents studying ceramies
at the university.

“Seagrove is something
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Johnston of Johnston and Gen
tithes Art Pottery in Seagrove,

above, watches as Jackson Li
‘treasure’ in Chinese on one ol
Johnston's pottery pieces. Li al
his wife, Ying, left, who were vi
ing from Jingdezhen, China, pc
with some of their pottery and

beautiful brushes used to decc
it. During his visit, Li suggestec
professional artist exchange be
tween the potters of his home
and those in the Seagrove arei
will encourage artists to do thil
they may never have thought &
doing before.’
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